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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Goptam OF Qur fordd

January 11, 2026

*Indicates please stand as you are able.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOMING
INTROIT Siyahamba Chancel Choir

[Trad So. African]
CENTERING MOMENT

*CALL TO WORSHIP Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025
Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized. We come to be cleansed and
made whole.
Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God Incarnate. We come to
join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.
Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our identity as baptized
people. We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God.
Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life. We come to worship
God who empowers us through divine presence to live together as the family of God.

*OPENING HYMN At the Font We Start Our Journey TFWS #2114
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00am)

MISSION & MINISTRIES MOMENT



*PASSING THE PEACE (Stand, bow or wave, with the word “Peace be with you!”)
All Sing: God Is Here Today
God is here today, as certain as the air | breathe,
As certain as the morning sun that rises,
As certain when | sing, you'll hear my song.
ANTHEM Gather by the River To Pray
SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:13-17 (Pew Bible NRSV, page 3)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God.
*HYMN The Summons
MESSAGE: “Remembering”
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Concerns: Leader says, In your mercy

And the people say: Lord, hear our prayer.
Joys: Leader says, In thanksgiving.

And the people say: Lord, hear our prayer.

PASTOR’S PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

TFWS #2049

[arr. Pepper Choplin]

TFWS #2130

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-om come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS (offering plates are in the aisle for your convenience)

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY What Gift Can We Bring (verse 4)

This gift we now bring, this present, this token, these words can convey it, the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing, this song we now offer in honor and praise!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE Shalom to You
Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God'’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

*POSTLUDE

UMH #666



SERVING YOU TODAY

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza, Minister
Alexis Easton (8:30am), Worship Leader
Linda & Peyton Tualla (11:00am), Worship Leader
Ric Campero, Director of Music
Monica Adams, Organist/Pianist
Cherie Hudson, Facilities Coordinator
David Campero, Livestream
Steven Adams, Sound/Media
Mark Wharff, Media

If you would like to donate to CUMC use the QR
code, or go directly to our donation page at:
https://cumcstockton.org/donate/

WELCOME CENTER
If you are a visitor, please use this information for your convenience!
Sunday Schedule

8:30am  Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in English

9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, choir room (behind the Sanctuary)

10:15am Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in Cambodian language.

11:00 am Worship Service in the Sanctuary in English.
e Childcare (under age 5) is available in the Knoles building. A friendly caregiver welcomes you!
e Godly Play

12:15 pm Fellowship Hour in the Fellowship Hall

CONNECZ[IONS

No matter where you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here. Period.

LUNCH ON US
The January Lunch on Us is scheduled for January 21 at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a friend and enjoy
delicious food, conversation and laughter around tables set for eight!

This month’s lunch host is Van Ha To-Cowell. During lunch we honor those who are celebrating a January

birthday! We encourage everyone to bring a friend! Sign up this Sunday at the table in the atrium or email Alan
Cook at alancook4138@gmail.com.

Lunch on Us is sponsored by the Missions Committee

SUNDAY BOOK GROUP
The book group will meet next Sunday, January 18th following the 11:00 service to discuss The Whalebone
Theater by Joanna Quinn. Everyone is welcome, especially if you have a good book to recommend.



SAVE THE DATE!
It's time to start filling in those 2026 calendars—and here’s a date you won’t want to miss! As you mark
birthdays, appointments, and plans for the year ahead, be sure to circle one especially delicious event.

The Central United Methodist Church Chili Cook-Off is coming on Sunday, February 1, 2026! Get ready for great
chili, friendly competition, and wonderful fellowship as we gather for one of Central’s favorite traditions.

More details will be shared soon in Connections and News From 3700 Pacific Ave. Start sharpening those chili
recipes now!

CHILI CULINARY SKILLS
Who will be this year’s Chili Champions? It could be YOU!
Show off your culinary skills by preparing a crock-pot of chili—meat or vegetarian—and compete for bragging
rights and glory! Additional award categories will be announced next week, so start planning your winning
recipe now.

Sign-ups will be available on January 11, 18, and 25 to register for the Chili Cook-Off.

This year, we're turning up the heat by challenging outside groups to participate! Do you belong to a group,
club, or organization with a talented Chili Chef ready to represent them at Central’s Chili Cook-Off? We'd love to
have you join the fun!

More details coming soon—get ready to stir, simmer, and compete!

FAT TUESDAY RETURNS TO CENTRAL
Fat Tuesday is February 17 and that means pancakes and desserts will be served between 5.30pm and 7.00pm.
Stop by the Fellowship Hall that evening for pancakes, sausages and desserts. This year we will be extending an
invitation to University of Pacific students who are part of the faith groups on campus, as well as faculty and
staff. Financial donations are welcomed. You can also contribute by making desserts to share and serve.

We hope to have art activities for all ages and music!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
For many years the Fat Tuesday Pancakes and Desserts event was hosted by the Central youth group; later the
men of Central took it over. Last year a group of individuals together prepared, served, and cleaned up for this
fun event. This year we need at least fifteen volunteers to help with the dinner. Volunteers will be needed to
set up on Monday, February 16 from 4.00pm — 5.00pm. Volunteers are also needed to staff three shifts on
February 17. Shift one will be from 5.00 — 6.00 pm and shift two from 6.00pm — 7.00pm. The cleanup shift will
be from 7.00-8.00pm. Volunteer by contacting Alan Cook at alancook4138@gmail.com or signing up at church
on Sunday.

Volunteers will serve, reset tables, wash dishes and clean the hall. We also are looking for five people who will
host arts and craft tables for all ages.

Volunteer by contacting Alan Cook at alancook4138@gmail.com or by signing up at church on Sunday.

ANOTHER THANK YOU FROM CONNIE AND GLENDA
Our last Family Promise week went very smoothly. We thank our faithful volunteers who step up every time we
host. The week of December 14 — 21 was exceptional. We had one family of three and they were very thankful
for our help. Connie and | thank you all for the dedication you give to the program. We would be lost without
you.



We will have another group toward the end of February. Specifics are yet to come. Again, Connie and | say thank
you for all the help you gave to us and to Family Promise. It’s fun to help these families and children.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursdays, 10:00am-4:00pm. Closed on Fridays. If you would like come by the office or meet
with Pastor Ella or the Church Administrator, please make an appointment to insure someone will be in the
office.

Ella Luna-Garza, Senior Minister

phone: 209-466-5046 x2

cell (for emergencies only please): 214-606-2774
email: rev.ella@cumcstockton.org

Susie Wanden, Church Administrator
phone: 209-466-5046 x1
email: swanden@cumcstockton.org




