
Central United Methodist Church 
3700 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA  95204 

  
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 
 

 
*Indicates please stand as you are able. 

 
GATHERING 

  
PRELUDE   
   
GATHERING MOMENT 
 
INTROIT O Come, O Come Emmanuel Chancel Choir 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

L: We come to prepare the way; 
P: The way for Christ – 
L: the hope of Christ, the peace of Christ – 
P: to enter our world, to enter our hearts. 
L: We cry out together in the wilderness: 
P: The kingdom of heaven has come near. 
L: We come to be part of the light– 
P: the light that shines in the darkness. 

 
*OPENING HYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel  UMH #209 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH CANDLE  -  Candle of Peace          Mary Juarez Dalton & Family 

Reader 1: Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Today we light the Candle of 
Peace. 

Reader 2: Our scripture for today is from Isaiah 9:6- “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and 
the government will be upon his shoulder. And his name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Prayer:  Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to seek peace 
in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of 
peace. Amen. 



RESPONSE TO WREATH LIGHTING We Lift the Light of Peace   (vs. 2) 
♫♫♫We lift the light of peace, O God, The Lord of truth and right. In your domain let justice reign and bring 

us peace in Christ. In your domain let justice reign and bring us peace in Christ. ♫♫♫ 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00am) 
   
MISSION & MINISTRIES MOMENT   
  
RITE OF FRIENDSHIP AND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS (11:00am)  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE  (Stand, bow or wave, with the word “Peace be with you!”)  

 
All Sing:     People, Look East vs. 2 UMH 202 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 
ANTHEM  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus [Joseph M. Martin] 
 
PRAYER CARDS COLLECTED  
 
SCRIPTURE MaƩhew 3:1-12 (Pew Bible NRSV, page 2) 

 
Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God.  
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*HYMN  Down by the Jordan  TFWS #3045 
  
SERMON “Vipers, Lambs and Advent”  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Concerns: Leader says, In your mercy 
                And the people say: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Joys:       Leader says, In thanksgiving. 

 And the people say: Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
PASTOR’S PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kin-dom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

   
THANKSGIVING 

  
WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS   
   
OFFERTORY     The Prayer  Jennifer & Zack Alcover 
                              [David Foster and Carole Bayer Sager] 
 
 
*DOXOLOGY  In the Bleak Mid-Winter, last verse 

What can I give him, poor as I am. If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; Yet what I can give him: give my heart. 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
UMH #17 MUSICAL SETTING D, p.23-24  
 Leader:   The Lord be with you.    

People:   And also with you.    
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader:   It is right and a good and joyful thing…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Sing:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Leader:   Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty 

acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Sing:    Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Leader:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit 

in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Sing:      Amen, amen, amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS  Jesus, Name above All Names  TFWS #2071 
 Glorify Thy Name TFWS #2016 
 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying  TFWS #2193    
  

SENDING FORTH  
  
*BENEDICTION    
 
*RESPONSE  O Come, O Come Emmanuel, verse 7 

O come, O King of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind.  
Bid all our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
*POSTLUDE    
 

The flowers on the altar are given by Elizabeth Van Eerde in memory of James Neal,  
and Sylvia and Jem Bugaria. 

  
 

SERVING YOU TODAY 
 

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza, Senior Pastor 
Chris Chan (8:30am), Worship Leader 

Susan Perez (11:00am), Worship Leader 
Ric Campero, Music Director 

Monica Adams, Organist/Pianist 
Cherie Hudson, Facilities Coordinator 

David Campero, Livestream 
Steven Adams, Sound/Media 

Mark Wharff, Media 
 
 



WELCOME CENTER 
If you are a visitor, please use this informaƟon for your convenience! 

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in English 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, choir room (behind the Sanctuary)  
10:15 am Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in Cambodian language. 
11:00 am Worship Service in the Sanctuary in English.  

 Childcare (under age 5) is available in the Knoles building. A friendly caregiver welcomes you!  
 Godly Play  

12:15 pm Fellowship Hour in the Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

        
 

  If you would like to donate to CUMC use the QR code, or go 
directly to our donation page at: 

https://cumcstockton.org/donate/  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

No matter where you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here. Period. 
 

 

 



ADVENT ADVENTURES 
 Advent Adventures returns to the Fellowship Hall THIS Sunday December 7 at noon. This intergeneraƟonal 
event includes a simple soup lunch, holiday craŌs for all ages and the opportunity to visit with friends and meet 
new people. 
 
Stop by for a few minutes, enjoy some soup and make a craŌ. 

 
COME THOUGH LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

ADVENT SMALL GROUP – Presented by the Clergy of the Stockton UMC Churches via ZOOM. Join us for a 
spiritual Journey through the Weeks of Advent! You can purchase the book Come Though Long Expected Jesus, 
An Advent to Christmas Pilgrimage by Andy Langford & Ann Langford Duncan on Amazon. 
 
Dates & Time: Tuesdays, Nov 24, Dec 2, 9, 16 & 23 at 7:00pm  
ZOOM INFO: MeeƟng ID: 858 4116 0502  
 

STAFF APPRECIATION STOCKINGS 
To show our appreciaƟon for our wonderful staff members, Cathy RaƩo, Sophal Suon, and Linda Newhall spent a 
rainy aŌernoon sewing together a Christmas stocking for each staff member. These will hang on a rolling board 
that will be brought out each Sunday in Advent (Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, and 21) and Christmas Eve for you to help 
us fill with giŌ cards and tokens of appreciaƟon. The board will be in the lobby of the Knoles building from 8:30 
to 10:45 then in the atrium or Fellowship Hall, weather permiƫng, from 10:45 to 12:45. The stockings will be 
given to the staff members on Sunday Dec. 28. Thank you for your support and creaƟvity! ~ Staff Parish 
RelaƟons CommiƩee 

 
FAMILY PROMISE-SAVE - SIGN UP TODAY 

Central will once again host families from Family Promise of San Joaquin County starƟng December 14 through 
December 21, 2025. As of today, we have three families:  
  
Dad, 12-year-old girl, and 8-year-old boy 
Mom and 2-year-old girl 
Mom and 17-year-old girl 
  
Sign up THIS SUNDAY December 7 aŌer the 11:00 am worship service. Volunteer to provide dinners, sleep 
overnight, purchase food items, help set up and take down rooms. Helping with the dirty blankets and sheets is 
always appreciated. QuesƟons, call Connie 209-639-9359 or Glenda 209-479-6184. Thank you for volunteering. 

 
BLUE CHRISTMAS 

Central’s Blue Christmas Service will be held on December 16 night of the year; Tuesday December 16, at 
6.30pm in the Fireside Room.  Here are several reasons to aƩend this service. 
 
The Christmas season can be parƟcularly difficult for those struggling with grief, or just not in the mood to 
celebrate.  If you are looking for some quiet Ɵme during this season join us, Tuesday, December 16 at 6.30pm in 
the Fireside Room for a service of poetry, scripture readings, music and Ɵme spent in pray and silent reflecƟon. 

 
SUNDAY BOOK GROUP 

It was a busy Sunday but we had about 11 people parƟcipate in the book discussion of Boat Baby by Vicki 
Nguyen. Most people enjoyed the book and the references to familiar California locaƟons. There was 
conversaƟon about where and how people interacted with the Vietnamese and Cambodians coming to Calif. in 
the 70s/80s. Jana shared about teaching in east San Jose where there was a very large refugee populaƟon. 
 
The new book is The Whalebone Theater by Joanna Quinn - another good recommend from Carol. The library 
has copies but Libby only shows 1. We agreed to meet aŌer Christmas - a date to be decided in January. 
 



 
 

GIVE A GIFT THIS ADVENT SEASON 
It is a Central tradiƟon to decorate our Sanctuary with poinseƫas. If you would like to give a giŌ of $15 to the 
Poinseƫa Fund in memory or in honor of a special someone, please do so today.  Fill out the form and mark 
your contribuƟon “Poinseƫa” on the memo line. All donors will be recognized in our bulleƟn on December 21 
and 24. Donors may take a poinseƫa home aŌer Christmas Eve services.  
  
DEADLINE: DECEMBER 15. 
 
YOUR NAME (who the poinseƫa is from) 
  
              
  
IN MEMORY OF             
 
              
or 
IN HONOR OF             
 
              
 or 
OTHER MESSAGE            
 
              
 
 
 

 



GOING OUT ON A LIMB - FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Ways to Help — and to Receive Help 
It’s easy to feel discouraged as we see so many struggling financially, especially this month. Yet together, we can 
make a real difference. Here are some ways you can help — and ways we can help you: 

 Give to the Benevolent Fund 
o You can give by check or online to The Ruth Malloy “Giving is Sharing” Fund. 
o Please note this designaƟon so your giŌ goes to the right account. 
o Your generosity allows Pastor Ella to offer quiet, meaningful support to those in our 

congregaƟon facing urgent financial needs. 
 Share a Grocery Store GiŌ Card 

o Place a giŌ card in the offering (use an envelope and include your name if you’d like it credited 
to your account), 

o or drop it off at the church office in an envelope (again, with your name if you wish to receive 
credit). 

o Pastor Ella will share these cards as needs arise within our church family. 
 If You’re in Need 

o Please reach out to Pastor Ella. While resources are limited, we will do what we can to help. 
o You can also call 2-1-1, a 24/7 resource line that connects you to food and other social services. 

(There may be a wait, as lines have been busy.) 
Thank you for your kindness, compassion, and generosity. Together, we can conƟnue to make Central a truly 
caring community.
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Thursdays, 10:00am-4:00pm. Closed on Fridays. If you would like come by the office or meet 
with Pastor Ella or the Church Administrator, please make an appointment to insure someone will be in the 
office. 
 
Ella Luna-Garza, Senior Minister     Susie Wanden, Church Administrator 
phone: 209-466-5046 x2     phone: 209-466-5046 x1 
cell (for emergencies only please): 214-606-2774  email: swanden@cumcstockton.org 
email: rev.ella@cumcstockton.org  


