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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Pledge Sunday
Sunday, October 27, 2024

PLEDGE SUNDAY

« Vo PO

BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF LOVE

*Indicates please stand as you are able.

GATHERING
PRELUDE Inleiding en Koraal over "Heilig, heilig" (Piet Post)
GATHERING MOMENT

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Today we gather as one body, to offer our time, our talents, and our treasure to God.
All: With grateful hearts, we recognize all that we have comes from God.
Leader: As we bring our pledges, may they reflect our faith, our hope, and our commitment to the work of
God's kingdom.
All: We offer not just our gifts, but our lives in service to Christ.
Leader: Let us worship the Giver of all good things with joy and thanksgiving!
All: Amen!

*OPENING HYMN O God Beyond All Praising TFWS #2005
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00am)

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN Dick Edelstein
MISSION & MINISTRIES MOMENT

RITE OF FRIENDSHIP AND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS (11:00am)

God, bless us with a renewed sense of your spirit in our midst. Remind us of your great love for us and
inspire in us gratefulness and thanksgiving for all that you call us to do. In Jesus name we pray. Amen!



*PASSING THE PEACE
(Stand, bow or wave, with the word “Peace be with you!”)

All Sing: On Eagle’s Wings
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn,

make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

ANTHEM How Can | Keep from Singing? (arr David Schwoebel)
Chris Steffanic, Clarinet

PRAYER CARDS COLLECTED

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

SCRIPTURE Mark 10:46-52 (Pew Bible NRSV, page 47)

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God.
*HYMN A Mighty Fortress vs. 1, 2, 4 UMH #110
SERMON Pledge Sunday: "Your Faith Has Made You Well"
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Variaties 4 over "Heilig, heilig" (Piet Post)
*DOXOLOGY Bless Thou the Gifts UMH #587
Bless thou the Gifts our hands have brought; bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; the rest, O God, is in thy hand.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING FORTH

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE Shalom to You UMH #666
Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God'’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.



*POSTLUDE Uitleiding en Koraal (Finale and Hymn) (Piet Post)

The Flowers on the altar are given by Van Ha in celebration of her son, Andrew Cowell’s 33rd
birthday.

SERVING YOU TODAY

Rev. Dr. Sungho Lee, Minister
Chris Chan, Worship Leader (8:30am)
June Sulivan, Worship Leader (11:00am)
Martha Shuemake, Children’s Moment
Ric Campero, Music Director
Monica Adams, Organist/Pianist
Cherie Hudson, Facilities Coordinator
David Campero, Livestream
Steven Adams, Sound/Media
Mark Wharff, Media

Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the souls you can, in every place you can, at all the times
you can, with all the zeal you can, as long as ever you can. ~ John Wesley

WELCOME CENTER
If you are a visitor, please use this information for your convenience!

Sunday Schedule
8:30am  Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in English
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, choir room (behind the Sanctuary)
10:15am  Worship Service in the Fireside Room of the Knoles Building in Cambodian language.
11:00 am Worship Service in the Sanctuary in English.

e Childcare (under age 5) is available in the Knoles building. A friendly caregiver welcomes you!

e Godly Play (leave 11 am service Following Children's Moment)
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour in the Fellowship Hall

ALL-CHURCH CONFERENCE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2024
4:30PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

If you would like to donate to CUMC use
the QR code, or go directly to our
donation page at:
https://cumcstockton.org/donate/




Sermon in a nutshell: “YOUR FAITH HAS MADE YOU WELL.”

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus,
a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out
and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even
more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came
to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher,
let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.

Starting question: Why did Jesus ask him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’?

At first glance, the answer seems obvious. A blind beggar would surely want his sight restored. Yet Jesus doesn’t
assume. He asks, giving Bartimaeus the dignity of articulating his own needs. The blind man’s response is direct:
“My teacher, let me see again.” And with that, his faith makes him well.

Jesus’ question is critical, not just because it allows Bartimaeus to express his desire, but because it invites us to
reconsider how we serve those in need. We often assume that we know what people want—shelter, food, or
money—but Jesus shows us another way. He asks the person directly, creating space for an honest answer.

We need to ask what others need when we serve them.
When serving our communities, how often do we make assumptions about what others need? Do we believe we
already have the answers, or do we take the time to ask?

In our church, we grappled with these questions when we launched the <lIsaiah Project>. Instead of deciding
what services to offer, we conducted a survey and asked people directly what they wanted. Unsurprisingly,
many voiced a desire to resolve issues of loneliness and uncertainty.

Also, according to recent Pew Research Center findings, key desires for people in the U.S. focus on areas such as
financial stability, community connection, mental health, personal safety, and opportunities for personal growth.
Addressing the concerns of loneliness and the need for social support, as well as housing insecurity and food
scarcity, often emerge as top issues when looking at both national and regional surveys.

This led us to launch programs like “Lunch on Us,” where people can gather, share a meal, and find
companionship. It’s a simple concept, but for many who live in isolation, it’s an opportunity to reconnect.

And we’re not stopping there. We're considering expanding this approach with a new ministry called “Respite
for All.” Caregivers of the physically and mentally ill often need a break, and through this program, they can
bring their loved ones to us. While they enjoy lunch and fellowship, the caregivers can take time for
themselves—to run errands, rest, or simply breathe.

But it’s not just about offering services; it's about empowering people to regain their “sight” —to reclaim the
skills, knowledge, and dignity they may have lost. As Bartimaeus regained his sight and followed Jesus, those we
serve can also regain a sense of purpose and direction. This is the essence of true service—not merely providing
for immediate needs but restoring people to wholeness.

The Dignity We Overlook in Our Fellow Humans

In reading the book, Respite for All, one theme stood out vividly: the joy that volunteers found through their
service to others. They described not just the satisfaction of giving but the profound connection and meaning
that grew from interacting with people in need. It’s in these small moments of service that both caregivers and
care-receivers reclaim a shared human dignity—something that society often neglects, especially when we
reduce people to their outward appearances or conditions.



This idea of recognizing dignity beyond the surface resonates with conversations we recently had during an
Adult Education session at our church during the Reconciling Sunday session. As we discussed how to
understand transgender individuals, | shared a personal analogy. As a Korean American, I've often found that no
matter my U.S. citizenship, people still see my Korean heritage first—judging me by my body and accent. Should
| carry my citizenship certificate to prove | belong? The parallel | drew was simple: for transgender individuals,
their body may not reflect the identity they know to be true inside. It's a deeper question of humanity and
identity, not surface-level characteristics.

This analogy, however, extends far beyond gender identity. It applies to anyone whose body or mind doesn’t fit
societal expectations. Whether someone is physically or mentally ill, elderly, or marginalized in some other way,
we too often overlook the vibrant, intelligent, or humorous person within. Our judgments are swift, and we
forget that what makes someone wonderful is not their outward appearance, but the soul inside—a soul
created with care and purpose by God.

We restore our human dignity when we respect others.

In our church programs like “Lunch on Us” and “Respite for All,” we focus on restoring this human dignity. We

aim to recognize the intrinsic worth of every person, regardless of their condition or appearance. We see them
as children of God—worthy of love, respect, and care. And in doing so, we build a world that doesn’t just serve
needs, but celebrates the unique, beautiful soul that exists within every human being.

We could all stand to learn from these small acts of recognition and compassion. Let’s not be deceived by
appearances. True human dignity lies within.

Small Group Matters.

Our mission reflects this holistic approach. We’re not content to just give people fish; we want to teach them
how to fish. Many of those we serve lack the resources or skills to manage a home, handle finances, or navigate
life’s uncertainties. That’s why our ministries include not just fellowship, but also education and training—spaces
where people can learn from one another and find community. Our small groups are encouraged for this
purpose. We support each other to grow in faith, love, and hope.

To make all this possible, we need more than just good intentions; we need your pledges of time, talent,
treasure, and testimony. With these “four Ts,” we can build a community of love that helps people not only
survive but thrive, regaining their confidence and freedom.

So, as we step forward together, let’s remember Jesus’ question to Bartimaeus. It’s a question we should ask
those we seek to serve: “What do you want me to do for you?” It’s a question that honors their humanity and
opens the door to deeper, more transformative ministry.

And it’s a question for all of us, too. What are we willing to do, to help others regain their sight? Your pledge
makes a difference in someone’s life. It is an awesome privilege and opportunity. Now use this opportunity for
you and for the Lord. Amen.

CONNECI[IONS

No matter where you are on your faith journey, you are welcome here. Period.




TODAY IS STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY!
If you haven’t yet submitted your pledge card, you can put it in the offering plate during services, mail it, or fill
out a pledge card online.

Extra pledge cards are in the pews and in the Narthex. Your support of Central is crucial and very much
appreciated.

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION — TODAY
Join us after the 11:00am worship in the Fellowship Hall as we welcome our newest members! This is a
wonderful opportunity to meet, greet, and share in fellowship with those who have recently joined our church
family. We look forward to seeing you there!

LUNCH ON US — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Mark your calendars for a special treat! On the last Wednesday of this month, Dr. Hatton and her son, John
Patrick (JP), will be hosting a "Lunch on Us" featuring JP’s famous burgers, straight from his food truck. Be sure
to sign up after church to let us know you’re coming—Ilunch is on us!

BOOK GROUP
We had a small group that met last week to discuss Remarkably Bright Creatures, as always, a good discussion.
We agree that an octopus is very smart! The new book is The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams. The library has
lots of copies.

THANK YOU...
To those who returned altar vases. We are still looking for a 12” orange, opaque, dew-drop-shaped one (the
color of orange sherbert) and a taller white ceramic one that is a mosaic of small mirror-glass pieces. That one is
used especially on All Saints Sunday coming up and New Year’s Eve. Please check your cupboards + shelves to
see if you have one. Thank you. ~ Martha Tipton, Flower Committee

WHAT’S HAPPENED TO UMW/UWF LUNCHEONS?
When we reorganized to become a less formal women’s group, it was with the understanding that women
would volunteer to coordinate and host the monthly luncheon. For two years, 3 volunteers have done that. With
2 exceptions, others have not stepped forward. If you wish the luncheons to continue, it is time to do so. You
can pair up with a friend.

Barring that, we recommend that you attend and support the monthly “LUNCH ON US” program. If you have
questions or want to volunteer, contact Connie Edgecomb, Glenda Schubert, or Martha Tipton.

Also, there will not be a Christmas Tea this year.

ANGEL TREE
It's Angel Tree time again this year. | just received the names of 105 children from 47 families. If you can help,
please let me know. These are the areas where you can get involved.

e Tag making

e Gift wrapping

e C(Calling caregivers

e  Gift purchasing

e Cookie and candy buying
e Delivering gifts

Please let me know if you can help. ~ Dianne England, diannengland49@gmail.com, 209-298-8632




SAVE THE DATE — December 22, 3:30pm
Messiah by G. F. Handel Excerpts from Part 1 featuring Central UMC Chancel Choir, Stockton Singers and Soloists
and Chamber Orchestra. Sunday, December 22, 2024, 3:30 PM, Sanctuary, Central UMC 3700 Pacific Ave.
Stockton, CA. Free Will Offering.

FOOD CLOSET
| had decided not to staff the food closet clear back in January. One person stepped up and quickly decided they
couldn't do it. Thus, the food closet has been closed since then. However, winter is coming, as they kept
repeating in Game of Thrones and for people who are homeless or food insecure it is a struggle just to
eat. Something we take for granted every day. | know your grocery bill is high but what if you had no
money? What would you do and where would you go for food? | asked one of our clients why he didn't just go
to the Father McCoy Dining Hall and he said, " It's difficult to get to from this area and | don't have money for
the bus. Also, it's really dangerous to sleep over in that area." For the food closet to reopen in mid-October, |
need :

e Tuna Kits

e Campbell's chunky soups with pull tabs
Water

Vienna Sausage cans

Chips

Small variety cereals

e Milk—shelf stable

e Cup of Soup—Ramen

e Granola Bars

e Packets of Peanuts

Please remember that our homeless population does not have access to can openers so pull tabs are a must.

Thank you for all you continue to do! ~ Dianne England, diannengland49@gmail.com

THE BOOK CART
Check out our stocked book cart.... Sundays after church in the fellowship hall while you enjoy coffee hour. Both
adult and children's books are available. Take a book to enjoy and/or bring a book to share.

CENTRAL HISTORY/SANCTUARY/STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
For those of you who are interested in the design, construction and specifications of our 60-year-old sanctuary
as well as a timeline history of Central Methodist Church, there is a brochure on the table in the narthex. There
is also a brochure on our stained-glass windows there that discusses the design, scriptures used and for whom
the windows were dedicated.

HEARING ASSIST UNITS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR WORSHIP
As of this week, four hearing assist devices are available for those who need help with hearing worship services.

If you feel that you are a candidate for a hearing device, please go directly to the audio/visual booth to receive a
unit. Our volunteers and staff are happy to help you!

Please be patient as they are also busy preparing for the service.

If more than four devices are needed, we will make accommodations as soon as we can. By October, we will be
upgrading to a newer ADA approved system.
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Come join the fun!

Central United
Methodist Church

Hosts

Trunk or Treat

Games Crafts Food

October 27, 2024
12:00pm to 1:30pm
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