
Central United Methodist Church 
3700 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA  95204 

  
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   Jesus, Lover of My Soul Monica Adams 
 [Thomas Keesecker] 
  
GATHERING MOMENT  Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
 
INTROIT I Was Glad Chancel Choir 
 [by Lloyd Larson] 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP   Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 

Leader:  Lord, we have worshipped things that cannot sa sfy our souls. 
All:  We repent our sins and come to you. 
Leader:  We do not deserve to be called your children. 
All:  How come you even die for us, sinners! 
Leader:  Your grace is uncondi onal, and we are grateful. 
All:  Help us to share your blessings with others through our words and ac ons. Amen. 
 

 
*OPENING HYMN   God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  UMH #150
  

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00am)  Carol Willson 
  
PRAYER CARDS COLLECTED  
 
MISSION & MINISTRIES MOMENT  Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
 
RITE OF FRIENDSHIP AND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE  Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
 (Stand, bow or wave, with the word “Peace be with You!”)   

All Sing:  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (2x). 
 
ANTHEM Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Chancel Choir 
 [arr. by Annabel Morris Buchanan] 



PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
   
SCRIPTURE Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 (Pew Bible NRSV, page 2-3) Joe Krider (8:30am) 

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*HYMN Healer of Our Every Ill  TFWS #2213
  
SCRIPTURE Matthew 4:1-11 (Pew Bible NRVS, page 3) Joe Krider (8:30am) 

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
All: Thanks be to God. 

  
SERMON “Worship God Alone!” Rev. Sungho Lee 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 

A er a concern, the worship leader will say “Let us pray to the Lord,” and the congrega on will reply, “Lord, 
hear our prayer!” 
A er a joy, the worship leader will say “Let us pray to the Lord,” and the congrega on will reply, “Lord, we 
give thanks!” 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  Rev. Sungho Lee 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta on, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

  
WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS  Joe Krider (8:30am), Jennifer Alcover (11:00am) 
   
OFFERTORY    Monica Adams 
   
*DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rev. Sungho Lee 
 

SENDING FORTH  
  
*CLOSING HYMN  Rejoice, Ye Pure of Heart UMH #160 
 
*BENEDICTION   Rev. Sungho Lee 
  
*POSTLUDE   Bless Now, O God, The Journey Monica Adams 
 [Edwin T. Childs] 
  
FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given anonymously both as a gift and a prayer of hope for each of you 
individually on this first Sunday of Lent. 

 
"May your 40-day journey toward the cross during this Lenten season bring deep reflection and fresh renewal 

in your personal walk with Christ, Amen" 
 

* Indicates please stand as you are able. 



SERVING YOU TODAY 
 

Rev. Dr. Sungho Lee Minister 
Joe Krider (8:30am), Worship Leader 

Jennifer Alcover (11:00am), Worship Leader 
Carol Willson, Children’s Moment 

Ric Campero, Choir Director  
Monica Adams, Organist/Pianist 

Cherie Hudson, Facilities Coordinator 
David Campero, Livestream 

Mark Wharff, Media 
Rupert Cooper, Audio 

  
 

SERMON IN A NUTSHELL: “WORSHIP GOD ALONE!” 
 
Why do people feel unhappy? 
People feel unhappy because they listen to the voice of the wicked ones. We are created by God to feel happy 
and sa sfied when we listen to God.  
 
Do you remember the Bea tude that was preached by Jesus, our Lord? Blessed are those “who are the poor in 
spirit, who mourn, who are the meek, who hunger and thirst for righteousness, who are the merciful, who are 
pure in heart, who are the peacemakers, and who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness”? The first four 
characteris cs indicates humility, and the last four characteris cs are the expressions of gra tude. Those who 
have humility and gra tude are blessed. These two elements, humility and gra tude, are the essen al parts of 
our faith. 
 
In other words, blessed are those who have faith in Jesus. We can feel happy when we feel that we do not 
deserve God’s love (humility), but we are loved by God anyway (gra tude). We feel always thankful in all 
circumstances. We feel always happy when we have such faith.  
 
People feel unhappy when they have the knowledge of good and evil. 
Genesis 2:15-17 gives us an explana on why people feel unhappy. God took the first man, Adam, and put him in 
the garden of Eden to ll it and keep it. We are called to be stewards of God’s crea on. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” In other words, we are not called to be 
judges of God’s crea on. 
 
Everything God created was good. Every day when God created something, the Bible says, “God saw that it was 
good.” There was nothing evil in God’s crea on. However, when Adam took the fruit of the knowledge of good 
and evil, he judged things and made division between good and evil. “Naked person is not good” he thought, 
and he made clothes with leaves. I do not mean that we all have to be naked now. Fashion designers will be mad 
at me if I suggest that.  
 
Adam tried to cover his naked body. Since that me, we have tried to cover our naked self with something. Our 
human civiliza on is an ongoing effort to hide our true self with some coverings. We create boundaries and we 
make hierarchies. We judge others according to our cultural standards of our mes. We transformed our 
coverings into our own idols. We worship them with the desire to hide our true self.  
 
Knowledge of Good and Evil create idols in our minds. 
A college degree is good, but a college degree will become an idol for someone if she wants to hide herself 
behind it. Having a job is good, but jobs can be idols for some people if they want to hide in them. A happy 
family is good, but a happy family can be an idol for some people if they lose their rela onship with God.  



Think about this. Some people commit suicide when they are divorced. Why? Because a happy family was an 
idol for them. They feel unhappy when it is broken. When we worship God, we can s ll have joy and courage to 
move on when we experience divorce. Losing a job is a devasta ng experience but we can s ll move on with 
another job when we worship God, not the job. 
 
Once my friend failed his qualifying exam for his doctoral studies. He wanted to commit a suicide. A Ph.D. is a 
good thing, but we do not make it an idol. Life without a Ph.D. can s ll be happy with God. Do you know that 
Ph.D. stands for Permanent Head Damage? Many people live without a Ph.D. Why do you make it “a life and 
death issue”? 
 
There is no absolute good thing and absolute evil thing in God’s crea on. Only God is absolutely good. Without 
God, everything is not good. St. Augus ne defined evil as the lack of good. In other words, lack of the 
rela onship with God is evil, and you can call it hell.   
 
Some people listen to the voice of Satan. 
Genesis 3:1-7 explains what happens when we listen to the voice of Satan. Do not read this Bible passage 
literally. When I said that I believe in heaven and hell, some people think that I read the Bible literally. Come on! 
I have a Ph.D. in biblical interpreta on from Northwestern University. They do not give away their degrees that 
easy. I do not believe that a snake or a serpent literally talked to Adam like human beings. I take it as inner 
conversa on of the minds that we all experience.  
 
We always hear voices in our minds. Some voices are always raising doubts about God’s promises and 
commandments. Some voices confirm God’s promises. We have this inner conflict. That happens.  
 
One voice in our mind raises a ques on: “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  
 
Another voice replies: We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” We expand and add 
to God’s commandments to make it sounds unfair. Then we can make excuses. 
 
Now we make excuses and find reasons why we cannot keep God’s commandment. One voice says, “You will 
not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” Another voice replies. “Being like God? How temp ng? Can I be the ul mate judge of good and evil? I 
like it.” 
 
With such inner dialogues, we find some reasons why we should not listen to God! Now the tree looks good for 
food and a delight to the eyes.  We take the fruits, create cultural norms, or learn the knowledges of the mes 
and share them with others. Then we open our eyes and see our own flaws and make coverings for our failures. 
We can blame others, saying, “It is not my fault!” “I was raised in a broken family!” “I immigrated into this 
foreign land.”  
 
This is an existen al explana on of our human predicament. We are trapped in our cultural norms, and judge 
others with them. Then we feel superior to others, and we feel righteous by judging others. We can find why we 
do what we do with excuses. Our community is divided by such self-righteous and “blaming-others” a tudes.  
 
We are all guilty of being self-righteous. 
We judge others. When we are progressive, we judge the conserva ve, saying, “They are narrow minded.” 
When we are conserva ves, we judge the progressive, saying, “They are socialists.” We even hate others and 
divide the denomina on over an issue of human sexuality. We cannot just discuss and have conversa ons. We 
cannot embrace each other! We create two denomina ons, but we cannot just create two denomina ons. We 
call others evil. We make a value judgement. When we do that, we all took the fruits of the knowledge of good 
and evil. 
 



Do you remember the mes when we cannot play card games on Sundays? What else were forbidden on 
Sundays? Dance, shopping, or movies? I came to Evanston in 1987, all the grocery stored were closed on 
Sundays. We had to buy groceries on Friday or Saturday to have meals on Sundays. And there was no 
refrigerator in a student apartment!  
 
When my mother came to the U.S.A., she literally tried to cover the shoulder of a woman who sat before us in a 
wedding service. My mother felt sorry that she was so poor and did not have enough cloth to cover her body. 
She genuinely wanted to help her, but she was mad at my mother, and shouted, “Stop!” How embarrassed I 
was! 
 
Jesus showed us different ways.  
Ma hew 4:1-11 shows us how Jesus overcame those inner tempta ons. Jesus did not cover up his weakness. 
Jesus did not judge others. Jesus was with God when Jesus was tempted. Jesus relied on the words of God when 
he faced tempta ons. 
 
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. Now we understand that there were 
two compe ng voices working in Jesus also. However, God’s words won over against the temp ng voices.  
 
An evil voice is ge ng louder when we are physically red or hungry or exhausted. Jesus fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and a erward he was famished. The tempter came right at that me and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus answered, “It is wri en, ‘One does 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 
Bread, foods, and basic necessi es of our physical body are all good. However, Jesus did not make them into 
idols. Jesus did not worship them. Jesus did not want to change stones into bread to sa sfy his hunger. Jesus did 
change water into wine to help a young couple to have a good wedding feast. Jesus knew when and why he 
could exercise his divine power. He did not use it to sa sfy his own physical desires. Jesus did not call a stone evil 
and bread good. A stone is good as a stone. Bread is good as bread.  
 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is wri en, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
 
A temp ng voice tried to convince Jesus that he was invincible. Some religious fana cs will say the same things. 
“In God, we can do everything. Nothing is impossible for us. Nothing bad should happen to us. We are all 
protected by God. God is on our side.” They sound like evidence of having strong faith. However, strong faith 
leads us to say, “Not my will, but Thy will be done.” 
 
Jesus said to the tempter, “Again it is wri en, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Jesus already heard 
God’s voice, saying, “You are my son, with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus did not need to test God’s love. 
 
We do not need any other evidence of God’s love for us. Jesus already show God’s love by coming to us in flesh, 
dying for us on the Cross, and by giving us the Holy Spirit as a teacher and guide. We do not need to do anything 
to make God love us more. God’s love is already uncondi onal. Do not try to earn God’s love by doing good 
works. Just enjoy God’s love and do good works if you want to show your love for God. 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 
and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is wri en, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil le  him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 



When we have a good rela onship with God, why do we need all the kingdoms of the world and their glory? 
They are like chaff that can be blown away within a second. Why do we need other things when we worship 
God?  
 
Romans 5:12-19 compares Adam and Christ. Adam took a forbidden fruit from a tree. Christ obeyed God and 
died on a tree. Adam wanted to become like God. Christ wanted to become a human being. Adam found out 
that he was naked and made clothes with leaves. Jesus was naked on the Cross and gave his clothes to others. 
Adam brought sin and death upon us. Christ allowed us to have freedom from the power of sin and death.   
 
When we worship God alone, we are happy, and we can share our blessings. 
When we worship other things, even good things, they become idols. Idols will suck our souls and make us 
empty bodies. We will live without souls and be cap ves of the evil of the world. That is why people are 
depressed and anxious even when they have all the things that they had sought a er. They have such thirst that 
they cannot sa sfy with all the money, power, and fame that they had earned.  
 
When we worship God alone, we are happy. We can share what li le money we have. We can share what li le 

me we spare. We feel that we have everything in the world because God is with us. Look at the faces of those 
who serve at Family Promise. When we become blessings for others, we are filled with joy. Do you want to live 
this blessed life, sharing your me, talents, and treasure with others? Or do you want to live a life without God 
and con nually feel anxious and depressed? Be free from the evil in the world. Come to Jesus. Confess your sins. 
Accept that you are accepted and be joyful. Worship God alone! Amen. 
 

        
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
THE RUMMAGE SALE RETURNS! MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Friday, March 3, from 8am-4pm, and Saturday, March 4 from 8am-2pm, are the dates and times for our All-
Church Rummage Sale hosted by the United Methodist Women. Donate kitchen items, furniture, lamps, 
nearly new and vintage items, plants, clothing, books, jewelry, toys, games, puzzles, and seasonal items. NO 
ELECTRONICS! 
 
DONATIONS: Will be accepted donations Monday, February 27 through Thursday, March 2. Times to drop off: 
Monday, 12pm-4pm, Tuesday through Thursday, 9am-4pm. Drop offs are at the Fellowship Hall Doors. PLEASE 
DO NOT DROP OFF DONATIONS AT THE OFFICE OR BEFORE THE MENTIONED DATES AND TIMES. 
 
HELP US SUCCEED! We need baked goods to offer our visitors, plus some chili.  Cookies, muffins, quick breads 
(banana, apple, etc.) and pie!  Can you help?  Contact Glenda, 209-479-6184 or glenda.g.schubert@gmail.com.  
Volunteers to serve are also needed.   
 

2023 LENTEN BIBLE CHALLENGE 
THE CHALLENGE HAS BEGUN! BUT YOU CAN STILL SIGN UP! 

We want to spend this Lenten journey with Paul’s Le er to Romans (16 chapters) and Gospel according to Luke 
(24 chapters). We will read a total of 40 chapters, one each day during Lent. You will also be given 3 ques ons 
each day to meditate on. You are invited to write your thoughts on the given chapter. 
 
We will meet both in person and online. If you would like to par cipate, please email Pastor Lee at 
slee@cumcstockton.org or sign-up a er church at the sign-up table. 

 



WHAT’S NEXT IN CENTRAL’S ADULT CLASS? 
Some of you have noticed (or read) that church attendance is down everywhere after the pandemic 
shutdown.   Truth is, there’s been a long, slow decline in church attendance for many years.  Many are 
concerned that, while they remain committed Christians, their children, and often friends, have no such 
commitment.  Why is this? 
      
Brian McClaren, raised as an evangelical and later a local pastor, addressed this last year in a book entitled, Do I 
Stay Christian?: A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned.  In this, McClaren lists, 
describes and responds to questions and stumbling blocks many in what Bishop John Spong called “The Church 
Alumni Society” struggle with.  Those who wish to read the book may do so, but we’ll use a summary document 
prepared by United Methodist pastor John Sublett.  In our four-week class, we’ll consider with four topics: 


 Do I stay Christian? – No (Reasons people leave). (Mar 5) 
 Do I stay Christian? – Yes (Reasons others think it’s important to stay) (Mar 12) 
 “Why Church is Important”: Heartfelt note from a grandfather to his granddaughter as she prepares for 

her Roman Catholic Confirmation. (Mar 19) 
 Discussion: Sharing how we have walked this path. (Mar 26) 

 
When: Sunday mornings at 9:45 in Knoles Room 6 
 

AROUND THE PRESCHOOL 
Once again, CMNS held their registra on for the upcoming school year in February. There was a great response, 
and we currently have 84 students enrolled for the 2023-24 school year. Last year at the same me we had 78 
students. We con nue to offer our a ernoon Enrichment Program which extends the day for working families.  
We have many con nuing families, returning families and some new families enrolled.  We have space available 
in some of our classes. 
 
During the month of February CMNS invites community helpers to visit the school. We are expec ng visits from 
the fire department at the end of the month. The police officers shared safety rules such as stranger danger, riding 
in car seats, reminding grown-ups not to use cell phones when driving and using the emergency number 911.  
 
We celebrated Valen ne’s Day with a lot of red paint and gli er, and we shared valen nes with our friends. The 
4’s classes made valen nes for the residents of O’Connor Woods.  The children had a lot of fun making the cards 
and they were greatly appreciated. 
 
Central Methodist is Now Sixty. We are planning our 60th birthday celebra on this month and we have an 
upcoming commi ee mee ng on March 1 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room.  If you would like to serve on this 
commi ee, please join us. Our birthday celebra on is on Saturday, April 22 with an outdoor concert with Stockton 
local Lucky Diaz and the Family Jam Band.  We are so excited!!! 
 
See you on the playground…Elaine Oneto-Galbreath, Director 
 


