
Central United Methodist Church 
3700 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA  95204 

  
ORDER OF WORSHIP  

All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 

 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness Monica Adams 
 [Wilbur Held] 
 
GATHERING MOMENT  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
  Dianne England (11:00am) 
   
*CALL TO WORSHIP   Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
  Dianne England (11:00am) 

Leader: Lord, we are not owners of our possessions but stewards of them. 
All:  Help us to use them for your glory. 
Leader:  Lord, our me, our talents, and our treasures are all yours. 
All:  We pledge to use them all for your glory. 
Leader: Today, we celebrate the lives of all saints who lived their lives as your stewards. 
All:  We will follow their footsteps as your stewards. 
Leader: We will share their stories and sing their songs. 
All:  We will share our tes monies together. Hallelujah! Amen. 
 

INTROIT O Praise God  Chancel Choir 
  
*OPENING HYMN   For All the Saints UMH #711 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00am)   Alan Cook 
  
PRAYER CARDS COLLECTED (11:00am) 
 
RITE OF FRIENDSHIP AND A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS Dianne England (11:00am) 
   
*PASSING THE PEACE  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 

(Stand, bow or wave, with the word “Peace be with You!”)  Dianne England (11:00am) 
All Sing:  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (2x). 



ANTHEM Shall We Gather At The River Chancel Choir   
                   [Setting by John Carter] Debbie Hernandez, Soprano 
   

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
   
SCRIPTURE Haggai 1:15b-2:9 (Pew Bible NRVS, pages 878-879) Alexis Easton (8:30am) 

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. Dianne England (11:00am) 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*HYMN Christ Be With Us 

HYFRYDOL 8.7.8.7 D ("Alleluia, Sing to Jesus") 
 

Christ be with us, Christ behind us, Christ before us — all around! 
Christ in busy, noisy ci es, Christ where hardly rings a sound. 

Jesus, you're our Lord and Savior; On your love we can depend. 
Help us see your presence clearly In each stranger and each friend. 

 
Christ in lines of people fleeing, Praying that a war will cease; 

Christ in ba ered women's shelters, Looking for a place of peace. 
Christ with people sick or dying, Loved ones trying hard to cope 

In this world of so much suffering, Christ, you give your people hope. 
 

Christ with children who must struggle, Working hard for daily food; 
Christ in classrooms, learning, growing, Asking ques ons, seeking good; 

Christ in diners, wai ng tables; Christ in homes where children play 
In this world of people working, Christ, you work through us today. 

 
Christ with all who keep on struggling, Helping others to be free; 

Christ with churches working, searching For a greater unity; 
Christ, in bread and wine, be with us, Giving strength for each new day 

In this world of daily crosses, Be our joyful, living Way. 
  
SCRIPTURE Luke 20:27-38 (Pew Bible NRSV, page 84) Alexis Easton (8:30am) 

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God. Dianne England (11:00am) 
All: Thanks be to God. 

  
SERMON “To God All Are Alive” Rev. Sungho Lee 
 
REMEMBERING OUR SAINTS 
 
QUESTION AND ANSWER TIME  (8:30am) 
 
NEW MEMBER RECEPTION  (11:00am)  

Richard Nam 
Sarah Ing 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
  Dianne England (11:00am) 

A er a concern, the worship leader will say “Let us pray to the Lord,” and the congrega on will reply, “Lord, 
hear our prayer!” 
A er a joy, the worship leader will say “Let us pray to the Lord,” and the congrega on will reply, “Lord, we 
give thanks!” 

 



PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  Rev. Sungho Lee 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into tempta on, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
  
WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
  Dianne England (11:00am) 
 
OFFERTORY Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart Monica Adams 
 [arr. Jan Sanborn] 
 
*DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
  Dianne England (11:00am) 

COMMUNION 
 
UMH #24-25  Alexis Easton (8:30am) 
 Leader:   The Lord be with you.   Dianne England (11:00am) 

People:   And also with you.    
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader:   It is right and a good and joyful thing…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Sing:    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Leader:   Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty 

acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Sing:    Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Leader:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit 

in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Sing:       Amen, amen, amen. 
  

COMMUNION HYMNS                           Let Us Break Bread  TFWS #3119 
 Fill My Cup, Lord  UMH #641 
 Take Our Bread  UMH #640 
   
COMMUNION REFLECTION   Rev. Sungho Lee 
 

 
SENDING FORTH  

  
*CLOSING HYMN  Come and Join the Celebra on 

NETTLETON 8.7.8.7 D ("Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing") 
 

Come and join the celebra on! Praise the Lord and gladly sing. 
Hear the gospel proclama on: God in Christ changed everything! 



Tell again the wondrous story; let your praises rise above. 
God, we sing and give you glory for your everlas ng love. 

 
Sing with joy, for on a Sunday friends of Jesus went to grieve. 

Soon they found his tomb was empty; telling others, they believed. 
God of miracle and wonder, Jesus died and lives again. 

Death has lost, for you are stronger; all crea on sings, "Amen!" 
 

God, we sing, for there is nothing that can keep your love away — 
Not oppression, hardship, famine, things to come or things today. 

Heights and depths cannot defeat us; death will never be the same. 
Christ is risen! So you promise: we have life in Jesus' name. 

 
Sing with joy, each genera on! Sing with those who've gone before. 

Join the kingdom celebra on, old and young, both rich and poor. 
We have life, for we're forgiven; where, O death, is now your s ng? 
Born of dust, we're claimed for heaven, so let all God's people sing. 

 
*BENEDICTION   Rev. Sungho Lee 
  
*POSTLUDE   The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing Monica Adams 
 [Aaron David Miller]  
  

* Indicates please stand as you are able. 
 

  
 

SERVING YOU TODAY 
 

Rev. Sungho Lee 
Alexis Easton, Worship Leader, 8:30am 

Dianne England, Worship Leader, 11:00am 
Ric Campero, Choir Director  

Monica Adams, Organist/Pianist 
Alan Cook, Children’s Moment 

David Campero, Media 
Cherie Hudson, Facilities Coordinator 

Rupert Cooper, Audio 
  

 
 
 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

 What is the current state of The United Methodist Church? 
 Is the denomination headed for a split? 
 How are bishops selected and assigned - and by whom? 
 Who will be the episcopal leader of the California-Nevada Conference as of January 1, 2023? 
 Are there any major organizational changes happening in our conference, such as a re-alignment of the 

current five districts? 
 What conference resources are available to help local churches fill staffing positions? 

 



These are some of the ques ons proposed for discussion on Sunday, November 12 at 9.35am in Knoles 6.  Dave 
Benne  and Mark Wharff will facilitate the conversa on.  Do you have ques ons to add to those raised 
above?  Please email them to Alan Cook at acook@cumcstockton.org before November 11. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING IN A BOX 
We are trying to fill 48 boxes with items for Thanksgiving meals for 48 August School families. Families range in 
number from two to eight. Everyone is invited to participate by purchasing all the items on the shopping list or a 
few of the items. Maybe you will decide that you would like to purchase 20 cans of fruit. We will be collecting 
these items beginning this Sunday until November 13. If you purchase a turkey, we ask that you not bring it to 
church until November 13 due to a lack of freezer space. You may also donate to CUMC and on the memo line 
put Thanksgiving in a Bag. 
 
Shopping List 
· Box of Stuffing Mix 
· 1 can or package of turkey gravy 
· Box of Instant Potatoes 
· 2 Cans of Vegetables (green beans, corn, peas, yams) 
· 2 Cans of Fruit (peaches, fruit cocktail, apple sauce, pears, 
· 1 Can of Cranberry Sauce 
· 1 Pillsbury Crescent Rolls (or similar product) 
· Pie 
· 1 Package of butter 
· 1 Turkey (or $25 gift card to a grocery store) 
 
 

PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE 
During the month of November, the Godly Play children are inviting you to join them in writing statements of 
Gratitude each Sunday and placing them on the Gratitude Board in the lobby of the Knoles Building and in the 
Atrium on Sunday mornings. There will be blank cards at each board, and they hope you will write a gratitude 
statement each week before or after church. 
 

            
 

SERMON IN A NUTSHELL: “TO GOD, ALL ARE ALIVE!” (Luke 20:27-38) 
 
What would happen when we die? 
Today we celebrate All Saints Sunday. We remember all the people who passed away this year, celebra ng their 
lives. Here at Central, I have done a Columbarium Site Service, 3 Memorial Services in 4 months. On November 
9, I will preside at a Burial Site Service at Cherokee Memorial Park. Every month I have a service to celebrate 
someone’s life. Celebra on of Life is a part of our Central life.  
 
Many people have this ques on: What would happen when we die? In short, we live forever a er our physical 
death. There will be a me of sleep but there will be resurrec on. That is what the Bible says.  
 
There will be me of sleep. 
Jesus died on the cross and slept three days in a tomb. Then a er three days, Jesus was resurrected on Easter 
Sunday. Lazarus died and Jesus brought him back to life a er four days (John 11). When Jesus arrived at the 
house of Jairus, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead 
but asleep.” People laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But Jesus took her by the hand and said, “My 
child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 
Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. (Luke 8, emphasis 
added) 



There will be me when we would be resurrected. 
A er resurrec on, Jesus lives forever with God. Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter died again and slept again un l 
Jesus came back. When Jesus comes back, we will all be resurrected. “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you 
to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have 
no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14) 
 
What would it look like for us to live a resurrected life? We will live as God’s children. 
We will live as siblings in God’s Kindom. In the Gospel reading, some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrec on, came to Jesus with a ques on. “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother 
dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 
Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. The second and then the 
third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman died too. Now 
then, at the resurrec on whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” What a wicked ques on 
and scenario! They did not care for the life of that woman! 
 
Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are considered worthy of 
taking part in the age to come and in the resurrec on from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the 
resurrec on. A er resurrec on, we do not need physical bodies. 
 
There will be no same-sex marriage debate or abor on issue in heaven. We would not worry about General 
Conference or Supreme Court rulings. Those are all the issues that sinful human-beings debate when we are 
physically alive and live in this body. In resurrec on, those issues will be gone. 
 
God is the God of the living 
At the end of the Gospel reading, Jesus added a crucial point. “But in the account of the burning bush, even 
Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
 
In other words, to God, all are alive! Physically dead or alive, we are all alive to God! Let me give you an 
example. I have this sheet music, “Amazing Grace.” The music has its physical body. I play the music. Now, I tear 
up this sheet music. Now, did the music go away? Is the music dead? Can I play “Amazing Grace” without the 
sheet music? Yes! To me, the music is s ll alive! 
 
Resurrected body is different from our physical body. 
When we die, we become songs and stories like the “Amazing Grace” music without sheet music. We are not 
bound by me and space anymore. We can recall our saints any me and talk about those persons. They will 
come alive again among us. I experience such wonderful mes whenever I have memorial services. Their lives 
become alive vividly in the memories of their beloved ones. When Jesus comes again those memories will all 
have new bodies, which do not know the limits of me and space. We will have no more physical pains and we 
will not shed any more tears.  
 
The glory of a new temple will be greater than the glory of an old temple.  
In the prophe c book Haggai, God comforted the Israelites who had disappointment about the glory of the new 
temple that they built a er they returned from Persia. The Zerubbabel Temple was much smaller than the 
Solomon Temple. The Second Temple was much more modest than the First one.  
 
God told Haggai to ask them, saying, “‘Who of you is le  who saw this house in its former glory? How does it 
look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be 
strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the Lord, ‘and 
work. For I am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of 
Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’” 



 
Here the old temple is like our physical body. We miss our physical strength and beauty. However, they will go 
away eventually like the Solomon Temple. When we physically die, people grieve the loss of the former glory. 
However, God would restore our bodies which will be much be er! 
 
The old reality has to be shaken for the new one should be born. 
When we study astrophysics, we know that as a star gets older and older it explodes. Then the dust from the 
explosion is spread in the universe. Helium and hydrogen are the first ones among dust. Silver and gold are later 
arrivals from the dust. Then a new star is born when the dusts are a racted by the gravity of a mass. A er a 
while, when all the dusts are se led, it shines and new life begins. In the universe these cycles of death and birth 
are repeated and the universe is expanding.  Haggai also says,  
 
“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a li le while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and the dry land. I will shake all na ons, and what is desired by all na ons will come, and I will fill this house with 
glory,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of 
this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I 
will grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty.” 
 
We will have eternal life with God. To God, all are alive! 
In a scien fic way, we can say that we are all from stars and we will all become stars in the sky. In a more poe c 
way, I can say that we are all composed by God and become songs a er death. In a biblical way, we are all from 
the breath of God and go back to God.  
 
God is living forever and so are we with God. To God, all are alive. Do not be alarmed by any of the world events. 
God is in control. Even death cannot destroy us. We need to prepare our lives a er death. We need to prepare 
our eternal life here and now.  
 
Do small acts of kindness to others and worship God! 
When I had my last conversa on with Maryann Benne , one week before she passed away, I asked her to do 
these things: “Call everybody that you know and say, ‘Thank you!’ ‘I love you!’ and ‘Forgive me!’” A er a few 
days, I got a phone call from a church member. “Maryann called me and said, ‘Forgive me!’ I said to her that 
there was nothing to be forgiven. I do not know what she was talking about.” I explained to her that Maryann 
was just following up my request. She did not know how fast Maryann would pass away. Now I am glad that she 
followed my advice and called everybody that she knew.  
 
Now, I want to ask you the same thing. Our life here on earth is short. As John Wesley said, “Do all the good you 
can to all the people you can at all the mes you can by all the means you can.” 
 
Become a song that we all can sing. 
Forgive others who have harmed you. Give thanks to God and others. Find ways to serve others. Do not skip 
Sundays and worship God all the me. Be generous in your giving. If you have not done yet, send your pledge 
card to church. Do not store up your treasure on earth. Give or share your treasures with others as much as you 
can. Become a story or a song that we all can say and sing at All Saints Sunday and every me we gather. May 
God bless you all! Amen. 
 
 
 


