
CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
3700 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA  95204 

  
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 
2nd Sunday after Christmas 

  
PRELUDE      
  
WELCOME FROM THE PULPIT 
 
OPENING PRAYER   
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  Arise! Shine! 
People:  God's light has come to reveal The Way in this New Year. 
Leader:  Arise! Shine! 
People:  The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Leader:  Arise! Shine! 
People:  God's light penetrates the darkness that covers the world. 
Leader:  Arise! Shine! 
People:  Nations shall come to God's light and kings to the brightness of God's dawn.  
ALL:  Arise! Shine! For the Glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

  
HYMN      We three kings UMH #254 

 
We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. [Refrain] 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

 
Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain] 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  (11:00am)                             
  
HEBREW SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 60:1-6     
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come,   and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth,   and thick darkness the peoples; 



but the LORD will arise upon you,   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light,  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around;  they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away,   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant;  your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,  

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you,   the young camels of Midian and Ephah;    

all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense,  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
  

HYMN  The First Noel  UMH #245 
 

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 
Refrain: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 

 
And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain] 
 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 

 
Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee, 

and offered there, in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain] 
 
 

GOSPEL READING               Luke 2:1-12  
  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 

 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord 
People:  Thanks be to God 



HYMN     Grace Alone  TFWS #2162  
 

Every promise we can make, every prayer and step of faith,  
every difference we will make is only by his grace.  

Every mountain we will climb, every ray of hope we shine, 
 every blessing left behind is only by his grace. 

 
Refrain: 

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown he will provide.  
Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 

 
Every soul we long to reach, every heart we hope to teach,  

everywhere we share his peace is only by his grace.  
Every loving word we say, every tear we wipe away, 

 every sorrow turned to praise is only by his grace. [refrain] 
 

SERMON    Pastor Mark Cordes 
 
PRAYER 
  
LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trepasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom and the power, and the glory forever…Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  UMH 13-14  
  

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
People:   And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader:   It is right and a good and joyful thing…And so, with your people on earth and all the 

company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
People:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 

Leader:   Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ…And so, in remembrance of these your 
mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

People:   Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Leader:   Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the 

Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for 
ever. 

All:       Amen. 
  



COMMUNION HYMNS                           One Bread, One Body UMH #620 
                                                              In Remembrance of Me TFWS #2254 
                                                           As We Gather at Your Table TFWS #2268 
  
COMMUNION REFLECTION  
 
WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
  
OFFERTORY Panis Angelicus Dianne England, Soprano 

 [Cesar-Auguste Franck]                             Ric Campero, Tenor 
 

May the Bread of Angels become bread for mankind; 
the Bread of Heaven puts all foreshadowings to an end; oh, miraculous thing! 

The body of the Lord will nourish the poor, the servile, and the humble. 
   
DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94 
  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
  
HYMN      I Am the Light of the World 
 (see music and words on last page) 
 
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE Noël Nouvelet   
 (Harold Owen) 
 

SERVING YOU TODAY 
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